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TO THE 


Quzzn's moſt excellent MATE ST V. 


Mar ic PLEASE YOUR MaJEsSTY, 


I Wiſh my education had enabled me to preſent 

the following caſe in a better and more ele- 
gant dreſs ; for being under the neceſſity of telling 
my own tale, it muſt be in my own way, or it 
may not have that exact truth, on which I reſt 
my pretenſions to public attention and favor. 


While England is the contempt of Europe, as 
the theatre of diſhonorable factions, contending 
for the fragments of its broken fortunes, for the 
purpoſes of diſſipation and profligacy : the in- 
duſtrious and meritorious, thoſe who have 
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hazarded their lives in important ſervices to 
their king and country, are pining in wretched- 
neſs; and ſoliciting from the hand of charity, 
what they ſhould receive from the juſtice and 
gratitude of the public. 


You will pardon an injured and diſtreſſed 
woman, for laying at your Majeſty's feet, the 
particulars of her extraordinary caſe. You 
will perceive that the fate of His Majeſty's do- 
minions, and the fortunes of your numerous 
and illuſtrious family, are often affected by the 
reſolution of an obſcure individual, as the lion 
may have owed his life to a gnat, 


That no prince in Europe has been, or is 
worſe ſerved than the King of England, is a 
truth too notorious to all the world, to require 
any proofs from me to corroborate. It will not 
be the leaſt affecting misfortune of the royal 

; houſe, 
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houſe, that while the public revenues are the 
prey of adventurers, its compaſſion will be long 
and repeatedly called upon, to ſave from miſery 
the only perſons who haye rendered it actual 
and eſſential ſervices. 


That your Majeſty and your family may be 
preſerved from all the diſagreeable conſequences 
of the ignorance and wickedneſs which have 
almoſt ruined your country; is the ſincere and 
humble prayer of, 


M a D A M, 
YOUR MAJES I x's 
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Moſt devoted Subject, 


M TONER 
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N the year 1781 I had the misfortune to be 
in France for ſeveral months: In January 
1782 I came to England, and wrote to that mean 
ſpirited man Stephens, at the Admiralty, that the 
combined fleets would be in the chanel in the 
courſe of the ſummer : and likewiſe an account 
of what was doing in all the ſea-port towns be- 
tween Grandeville and Boulogne. If he doubted 
the truth. of what I faid, I defired him to apply 
to an able officer, who was in the ſervice, for my 
character, who was at Portſmouth; and who knew 
me from a child. ' Receiving no anſwer, I re- 
turned to Portſinouth; where I communicated the 
t | ſecret 


1 
ſecret to my friend, who reported it to the 
admiral. I was ſent for, had an audience of the 
ſqueaking admiral Pye; and told him that the 
ſupplies going to Gibraltar for the garriſon, and 
then at Spithead, would be intercepted by the 


Spaniards: for they knew in France there was 
but one frigate to go as convoy. I informed Sir 


Thomas Pye there were a great many ſpies about 


Portſmouth and Goſport who tranſmitted every 
thing that was going on at Port/mouth, every 
week, to France that I had ſeen the Wincheſter 
and Southampton papers on the continent within 
30 hours after they were printed. And told Sir 
Thomas, if he would be ſo condeſcending to ad- 
vance me a few guineas I could ſoon find out the 
villainy, and put a ſtop to it. Inſtead of grant- 
ing my requeſt, he grinned like a monkey, and 
ſaid he would ſee farther into it. On my moving 
to leave the room, I was defired to ſtay: Sir 
Thomas was ſo kind to tell me, that in the year 
1740 he went to France upon diſcoveries himſelf; 
he was ſome weeks at Morlaix, took a ride one 
day 14 or 15 miles up the country, and returned 
ſafe, without any accident; being a ſtranger to 
the Bretagne language, but having an honeſt 
welchman on board, he ſtood interpreter for the 
whole ſhip's company. I anſwered Sir Thomas, 


that 
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that it was a ſurprizing undertaking, and that ! 


hoped he was promoted on his return: He replied 


he was; not long after his return. I ſaid, Sir, III 
tell you a ſecret; I have been 48 times in France, 
and once had the courage to go to the top of 
the ſpire of the cathedral of St. Paul's de Lyons, 
which is a mark for veſſels to come in for the Ile 
of Baas: He replied, that he had been in the 
church, but never went to the /994-out ] ſaid he 
was in the right of it; ſo, wiſhing the admiral a 
good morning, I retreated. On my return down 
ſtairs I met my friend, and told him that poor 
old England now feels the loſs of Boſcawen and 
Hawke. Not being any ways fatisfied with the 
admiral's behavior, and greatly diſtreſſed to ſee 
my country ſo impoſed upon, I wrote a letter to 
the ſippery lord Stormont, then ſecretary of 
ſtate, and informed likewiſe his lordſhip where 
he might apply for my character: his anſwer was 
he knew nothing of Mrs. T „and could ſay 
nothing to the letter. I then wrote a letter to 


lord North, then at the head of the treaſury, 


requeſting his lordſhip not to ſuffer ſuch villainy 
to go. on; but his lordſhip being governor of 
the cinque ports, took no notice of the letter. 


1782, May iſt. On hearing that the late 


Marquis of Rockingham was at the head of the 


B treaſury, 
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treaſury, and was ſupported by Fox, who was 
then a general favourite, I ſett off for London: 
on my arrival I had an audience of the ſecretary 
of ſtate, Mr. Fox; to whom I communicated 
the whole of the affair: He was ſurprized, and 
told me a ſtop ſhould be put to it immediately. 
A few days after I had another audience of the ſaid 
gentleman, and was ordered to be at the ſecre- 
tary's office the following day. I attended, and 
there were ſeveral gentlemen preſent : I was aſked 
if I could undertake to go to ſome particular 
places in Holland; I excuſed myſelf by ſaying I 
was a ſtranger to the country and the language, 
but was thoroughly acquainted about Breſt and 
Morlaix. Being aſked if I could either get to 
Breſt or Morlaix ; I anſwered I would undertake 
to get to Morlaix, and if poſſible into Breſt ; if 
not, I had two or three friends in Morlaix, whoſe 
integrity I could rely on, who ſhould go there 
for me, and get the beſt intelligence they could ; 
for I knew them to be truſty ſlaves to captain 
Walker, when he was employed during the peace 
for fix years at Morlaix, by Lord Sandwich; and 
that I was ſeveral times entruſted with captain 
Walker's ſecrets from Morlaix to London. On 
the 15th of May I was ordered to get myſelf 
ready to depart that night. From two in the 

_ afternoon 
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afternoon till twelve at night I was at the ſecre- 
tary's office, ſettled my plan for my ſaid voyage 
and journey, received a private order from Lord 
Keppel, to go directly down to Plymouth, to 
Lord Shuldham, who was to furniſh me with a 
ſloop of war, to take me on the French coaſt, 
and land me where I thought proper. On my 
complaining that I was very much fatigued, and 
wiſhing to go to my lodging, to get a little relt ; 
I was anſwered by an infignificant puppy behind 
me, and one of my own country, whoſe name is 
Kempthorn ; but being in a new uniform I did 
not know him at firſt, having ſeen him in a 
Jacket and trowſers ; but found he had, like Har- 
lequin, jumped out of a Dutchman's pipe, and 
was metamorphoſed into a captain of the goth 
regiment of foot: he ſaid I muſt ſleep in the 
carriage; but being aſſured by that /ying, deceit- 
ful puppy * Sheridan, together with that pitriſul 
mean ſpirited Scotch pebble Fraſer, that I ſhould 
be honorably rewarded for my trouble on my 
return: and that they would not ſerve me as Lord 


North had done. On the 16th, at three o'clock 


*I am no writer by profeffion : I deſcribe people as I found them, 


in plain language; and write, as moſt people /p-a4, of the cha- 
racters in this pam phlet, | 
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in the morning, I ſet off from the ſecretary's 
office on my journey; thinking, or reflecting 
within myſelf, that if the nation's affairs were 
to be conducted by ſuch clever fellows as the old 
gormandizing Todd at the poſt office, who never 
ſailed ten leagues in the pacquet in his life; and 
the thick headed Rogers, admiral Keppel's ſecre- 


tary, together with my old friends, the under 


ſecretaries Sheridan and Fraſer, with Kempthorn 
and the poor old and blind Mr. Sneyd, that brings 
up the rear, we ſhould defy all the world. 


On the 17th, at four in the afternoon, I arrived 
at lord Shuldham's office, Plymouth Dock ; found 
the admiral was gone to dine with the governor 
of Plymouth Fort. I ſett off for the ſame place, 
had an audience, delivered my order to the 
admiral, and went to dine, for the firſt time for 
three days, at the Prince George. At four 
o'clock in the morning of the 18th, I received a 
meſſage from the admiral, to come to the office 
directly; breakfaſted with lord Shuldham, admiral 
Milbank, and captain Robinſon, who commanded 
the Swan, which ſloop I was to embark in. We 
ſettled our plan for the voyage, and the captain's 
orders were to carry me where I thovght proper. 
I embarked at eight o'clock, went tzom Mutton- 

cove 
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cove, in the admiral's barge, on board the ſaid 
ſloop, and was under fail by 12 o'clock, with a 
briſk galeat NW. In the afternoon it blew very 
hard, and at night the wind ſhifted to the ſouth- 
weſt. Finding we ſhould have a heavy gale that 
night, I defired the captain to bear away for 
Guernſey. Sunday ,morning the 19th, came to 


In Guernſey Road, and it blew very freſh ; the 


211t it rained, and blew a hard gale; the 22d it 


blew a hurricane; ſtruck our yards and top 


maſts: at 12 o'clock parted from one of our 
cables, and were very near being daſhed to pieces 
on the rocks: firing guns of diſtreſs, we received 
timely aſſiſtance, together with a cable and anchor 


from the ſhore; and then worked the veſſel into 
a proper road ſtead. It continued blowing a hard 


gale till the 24th; in the evening, the weather 


coming moderate, I went aſhore, and had a pri- 


vate audience of the governor, and was treated 
by him with a great deal of reſpect and kindnets : 
he ſaid he had a great number of French priſoners | 
at Guernſey, which made him very uneaſy. I 
deſired the governor to ſend ſix on board the 
Swan. On Saturday morning the 25th, ſett fail 
on a cruize : all the officers were ſurprized to 
to ſee the French priſoners come on board, as we 
were going on a cruize; the captain and myſelf 
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were highly diverted to obſerve the ſhip's com- 
pany looking on the poor Frenchmen. In the 
evening it came on very thick and hazy, and we 
were then to windward of Jerſey; I aſked the 
pilot, whether he knew how to go into the har- 
bour? he replied in the affirmative; though I 
had no great opinion of his abilities, for he had 
like to have run us upon a rock, going into the 
harbour; which would have been the caſe, if I 
had not kept a good look out myſelf, being pretty 
well acquainted with that coaſt. We landed our 
priſoners, and then I told the captain I was under 
the diſagreeable neceſſity of leaving the veſſel, as 
I thought her too taunt rigged, and being over- 
burthened with maſt, ſhe was not a proper veſſel 
to go upon a lee ſhore ; ſo I quitted the poor un- 
fortunate Swan ſloop of .war, which ſoon after- 
wards made a coffin for a hundred brave fellows. 
Hearing that the lieutenant governor, whoſe 
name was Read, was going to leave that place, 
and was diſliked by every body in the iſland, he was 
prevailed upon, for once in his life, to do a good 
thing, which was to ſend the priſoners 30 in num- 
ber, to St. Males; accordingly there was a cartel 
appointed. June 1ſt, 1782, we parted from 
Ferſey at ſix in the morning, and arrived at St. 
Moles at ſeven at night; being carried before 


the 
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E 
the commiſſary, I told him I was an American, 
and came to ſee for a paſſage to Boſton: he 
ordered one of the officers to get me a lodging at 
an American houſe; where I found five Americans, 
who told me, they gave the commiſſary at Ply- 
mouth 40 guineas to get off; and that moſt of 
the priſoners that got off, effected their eſcape by 
ſo doing They called him a dog, and ſaid he 
was a traitor to his king and country. On the 
5th, information was laid againſt me; I was 
taken up as a ſpy, and carried before the governor, 
but on ſhewing him a letter which I had from 


my huſband, who was an American, he read as 
follows. 


| Boſton, November 1ſt, 1781, 
« Deareſt Mary, 


« Hard is my lot to be ſo long ſeparated 
* from you, but that happineſs will one day 
*© come, and when it comes we ſhall be able to 
% enjoy it; having made above I 500 ſterling 
* money, by privateering: I wrote you the 
« journals of it, by a cartel, to a day; directed 
e to the old place. I muſt now defire you will 
“pack up every thing, and leave them with your 


« aunt 
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aunt Mary, for the uſe of the children, and 


as much of the money as you can ſpare; but 
be careful of it, as I find it a riſque to ſend 


more. You may get over to Sc. Malbec, or 


Breſt, in a cartel from Plymouth, or Gucrnſey, 
and from thence in ſome American veſlel, 
trader to Boſton; where we will ſing and be 
joyful : my heart gladdens at the thought of 
ſeeing my dear Mary again. If you ſhould go 
to Breſt, enquire for father Gorman, who was 
prieſt at the Litogin, at Boſton, the marquis de 
Nouil is the captain of her: the prieſt is a 
good man, and I believe loves me; if he has 
money, he will give you ſome; if he has none 
he will give you aſſiſtance in getting away. 
When you arrive here, enquire for my aunt 
Gridley; where you are to remain till I come 


in, if I ſhould be abroad, or on a cruize. It 


will break your heart to leave poor Jack, and 
if indeed he is by this time a ſtout fellow, 
I think you might bring him with you, and 
leave James and Sally with your aunt Mary. 


« I intend to purchaſe a lot of ground in Hamp- 
ton, on the fide of the river; and when the war 
is over, follow my old trade of boat build- 
ing; which, with cutting timber, will make 

cc us 
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* us rich, if the French do not take the country 
« from us: in the Maſſachuſets we are as much 
afraid of them as we are of the Engliſh ; but 
« God will give us good luck to be our own 
* maſters, I have heard nothing from you ſince 
«« Murphy came here, whom you ventured to ſee 
« at Mill Priſon; but take care how you go 
e there again, for if the dog of a commiſſary 
knew your huſband is a rebel, he would keep 
« you there. Make haſte, my dear Mary, and 


s believe me to be in the mean time, 


* Your fincere, faithful, 
And affectionate huſband, | 
« ZACHARIAH ADAMS.” 


Mrs. Mary Adams, to be 
left at Mr. Matt. Squires, 
Mercht, Plymouth, Devon. 


When the governor had read the above letter, 
he ſmiled, and faid I had a good huſband indeed ; 
deſired I would make myſelf eaſy, and on my 
leaving that place I ſhould have a paſſport from 
him: ſaying at the ſame time, I might walk 
where I thought proper, whilſt I ſtaid in town; 
and that nobody ſhould affront me. There are 
87 C 1000 
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1000 ſoldiers in the caſtle of Sf. Males, and 
2000 at St. Savory's, a little town about one 
mile from St. Males; from the ſame place to 
Conaille Bay and Grandeville, there are about 12 
or 14000 men embodied, and picquet guards on 
every hill: the ſignals change 20 times in a day. 
At St. Males there are about 150 fail of veſſels, 
moſtly unrigged ; between 50 and 60 fail of new 
ones on the ſtocks, bnt no ſhipwrights to work 
on them, except a few old men; they are all 
taken off to the king's yard. On the gth, I 
departed for the city of Rheims: the roth arrived; 
was indiſpoſed, and could not go farther. Sent 
for the commiſſary, who ſupped with me : agreed 
for a new paſſport to go to Merlaix and Breſt. 
Left Rheims at three o'clock the next morning, 
the 12th; at 12 at night arrived at Morlaix, 
waited on my old friend, Mr. S——, who was 
rejoiced to ſee me; but finding that my other 
friend, Mr. Pryce, the Engliſh broker, died four 
months before, which diſtreſſed me greatly, I 


went in ſearch of an honeſt prieſt, who took 
the bait. | 


The 13th, at three o'clock in the morning, 
ſett off for Bref; arrived at nine at night; found 


a truſty friend at ſupper, who expreſſed great joy 
to 
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to ſee me there once more. The 14th, took a 
walk through Bret: went and ſaw a 74 gun 
ſhip, juſt out of dock, getting her maſts: there 
were 12 fail of the line getting ready as faſt as 
poſſible, to join the combined fleet, as ſoon as 
they appeared off that harbour; and three guard- 
ſhips in Breſt Water, nine fail of the line in 
dock and on the ſtocks, ſeveral frigates, &c. Ec, 
There are between 6 and 7000 mechanicks, be- 
fides 2000 galley flaves belonging to the dock 
yard, 


The 15th, in the morning, as ſoon as the gates 
were open, I left Breſt, with my friend and two 
horſes, arrived at Landgnaw at 12, had ſome coffee, 
ſet out in a cabriole for Morlaix, arrived at ten at 
night, alighted at the Turk's Head, the weſtern 
fide of the bridge; ſaw my friends, got a new 
paſſport, and at three in the morning ſet off for 
Port I' Orient“. iyth, arrived at the faid place, 
ſaw four American captains, one of which was 
captain Webb, who brought in two prizes the 
day before; they were very buſy at Port ' Orient 
and Port Louis in fitting out a large fleet to be 
ready to ſail by September; they were to be con- 
yoyed to the Ea/t-Indies by a ſquadron of French 
and Dutch men of war. Left the ſame place 

CA at 
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at ten at night, in my way to Nantz; the 
roth arrived at Nantz, and being recommended 
by a friend, put up at an American houſe, 
wherein I found 14 or 15 American captains, 


who treated me with the greateſt reſpect. The 


following day, received a card from an American 
agent, offering me all the aſſiſtance in his power 
thinking me to be an American. I politely 
thanked him for his offer; but got a faithful 
Iriſhman, for a ſum, to ſwear my huſband was 
gone to Amſterdam, with a cargo of tobacco. I 
likewiſe agreed with the captain of a neutral 
veſſel, to go to Offend; but privily told him, I 
would give him 10 guineas, if he would land me 
any where on the Engliſh coaſt. In the morning 


tide, left Nantz with the captain and ſeveral 


other paſſengers, and went about 10 or 11 leagues 
down the river, to the ſaid ſhip, the captain in- 
tending to put to ſea that afternoon : there were 
go or 100 fail of veſſels, but unfortunately the 
ſame day there was an embargo laid on us all. 
I defired the captain to get me a boat to carry me 
back to Nantz. I arrived at Nantz and ſupped 
there the ſame night with all my friends, as be- 
fore: they told me that lord Shelburne was there 
two years before in the ſame room; that ſome of 
the ſaid captains had converſed with his lordſhip : 

| | they 
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they ſaid they were a little too deep for him, for 
they gueſſed his lordſhip's buſineſs there. 


The next day agreed with a gentleman, who 
was going to Paris, to take part in a carriage; 
had a letter of recommendation from Mr. W. to 
Dr. Franklin, to get me a paſſport to go to 
Oftend and Amſterdam: had a letter from an 


American merchant at Nantz to his friends at 


Amſterdam, to give me all the afliſtance in their 


power; but the count and counteſs Du Nord 
coming to Nantz detained us a diy longer. The 
23d, ſett off for Paris; arrived the 26th, between 
two and three in the morning: laid down a few 
hours, then dreſſed, got a coach, and went. to 
Dr. Franklin, about three miles from town, 
delivered him my letter; the doctor received me 
very kindly, and finding I could not get a paſſage 
in the coach for that week, gave me a paſſport, 
and faying there were ſome fine buildings 
round Paris, he would adviſe me to ſee them; 
he likewiſe ſaid Verſailles was a fine place, and 
if I had a mind to ſee it, the gentleman that 
came with me was going there the next day, and 
I ſhould go with him. The 28th, went to Ver- 
failles, which is a fine place indeed: ſaw the king 
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go to the leve2; he appears to be a cool quiet 
man. Saw the queen, ſpeaking to her ſecretary, 
ſhe ſeems te be ſprightly and clever. The dauphin 
is a fine boy: the princeſs royal is well enough. 
The 3oth, left Paris, and arrived at Offend the 
2d of Fuly; the wind proving contrary, no 
pacquet paſſed : there was an expreſs boat went 
off, but that pittiful monkey Peters, the Engliſh 


commiſſary, would not give me leave to ga 


in it. I arrived in London the 6th, and on hear- 
ing that the noble marquis of Rockingham was 
dead, and Mr. Fox, who employed me, out of 
office, and not in town, I was diſtreſſed to my 
ſoul. The 27th, gave lord Keppel the contents 
of my voyage, &c. was ſeized with a fever my- 
ſelf, and confined for ſix weeks. As ſoon as I 
was able to go abroad, I waited on lord Keppel, 
and was told by his ſecretary, that I muſt go to 
general Conway. I gave general Conway a copy 
af my whole proceedings: after waiting upon 
him two or three times, he told me, (like a hero 
as he is) that he had no buſineſs with it : and 
keeping my journal, without io much as thanking 
me for it, ſaid I muſt go to lord Granth.m. 


The next day I wrote to his lordſhip, as 
follows : | 
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September 12, 1782. 
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00 My Lord, 


« Being ſome time fince employed by the 
honourable Mr, Fox, to go to France, in 
order to obtain intelligence privately ; I obeyed 
his orders accordingly, gained the particulars 
wanted, and much more than I have expreſſed 
in my journal. 


% have taken the liberty of encloſing a copy 
of the minutes of my voyage, journey, &c. 
for your lordſhip's peruſal and inſpection. 


* I moſt humbly entreat your lordſhip will be 
pleaſed to permit me to explain, if neceſſary, 
to your lordſhip, the contents thereof ; and 
that your lordſhip will favor me with an au- 


_ dience for that purpoſe. 


« Humbly ſoliciting your lordſhip's intereſt and 


favor, I beg leave to ſubſcribe myſelf, 


ws My Lord, - a 
. Your lordſhip's obedient, 
« And faithful ſervant, 
W 


(COPY.) 


The 


[2 


The next day I had an audience of his lord- 
ſhip, who told me he never heard of ſuch an 
enterprize undertaken by a woman, in his life: 


ſaid he muſt ſee me again, and deſired I would 


leave my addreſs. Hearing nothing from his 
lordſhip, I waited on his lordſhip a ſecond time, 


and told him, that I was in the utmoſt diſtreſs, 


for that I had expended £142 on my laſt expedi- 
tion, and was now without a ſhilling to ſupport 
me. The ſecretary replied, like a brave fellow, 
that my information was of no uſe to him; and 
as Mr. Fox had employed me, I muſt go to him 
to be paid. Struck with the barbarity, and in- 
human expreffion of his lordſhip, I defired him 
to be kind enough to give me back my journal ; 
which he nobly refuſed : I then ſaw clearly, that 
his lordſhip was very ſhort ſighted. The next 
day I wrote a letter to the hide-bound lord 
Shelburne, but received no anſwer : I then wrote 
to the fly Mr. Fraſer as follows: 


I., 


I beg leave to inform you of my friend's 
* arrival, who was at Morlaix, in France. By 
e this event I am encouraged: to remind you 
* of your engagement with me, in conjunction 
« with Mr. Sheridan. | 


* 


«© When 


1 


„When I {et out on my journey, you was 
pleaſed to promiſe me, that on my return, I 
ſhould receive an honourable recompence fot 
my trouble; and from the high opinion I en- 
tertain, Sir, of your integrity, the purity of 
your intentions, and the conſidetation of the 
many dangers and difficulties that J exper- 
ienced, in travelling abroad for the benefit of 
my country, I flatter myſelf with the hopes 
of a ſpeedy performance of your promiſe; and 
that I ſhall zeceive ſuch a reward as I am 
entitled to for my faithful ſervices, 


J am now, Sir, 360 miles diſtant from home, 
without five ſhillings in my pocket, for the 
ſupply of my daily wants ; much leſs to de- 
fray the expence of returning thither. This 
unhappy ſituation will, I hope, influence you 


to be ſpeedy in your relief, to extricate me 


out of it: but if my reaſonable requeſt is not 
complied with, I muſt beg leave to obſerve, 


that I ſhall be under the diſagreeable neceſſity 


(though much againſt my inclination) of pub- 
liſhing my caſe; and thereby expoſing to the 
world the hardſhips I have ſuffered, and the 


"cruel treatment I have received; which I 
could wiſh might be timely prevented. 


I attend 


26 ] 


« T attend perſonally with this letter, and re- 

&« queſt that you, Sir, will be pleaſed to favor 
e me with an anſwer. 
„ have the honor to be, with the greateſt 


« reſpect, 
oy « SIR, 


* Your moſt obedient, | 
« And very humble ſervant, 
Nov. 6, 1782. WL yp wg 
[ Fraſer, Efq. ] 


The anſwer I received from Mr. F raſer was as 
follows. 

« Mrs. T. I cannot, nor will not have any 
«« thing to ſay in the affair.” A clever fellow to 
to be employed to write the gazette ! 


The next day I wrote lord Keppel the follows 
ing letter. 


% My Lord, 


« flattered myſelf before this, I ſhould 
have received ſufficient recompence for the 
« buſineſs I did, by order of the right honoura- 
6 ble Charles James Fox; but yet <a received 
© no ſatisfaction. Without I receive ſome 3 im- 
© mediate relief, am under the neceſſity to ac- 

« quaint 


( 1 


7 quaint your lordſhip, I muſt pub] iſh the whole 
« of my caſe. | 


« I am, my Lord, 
© With the utmoſt reſpect, 
„ Your faithful humble ſervant, 
Nov. 8, 1782. « MT” 


The anſwer I received from his lordſhip, was, 
% You muſt go to Mr, Fraſer.” 


A few days after, I met with the fy Sheridan, 
who told me in a great hurry, he would ſpeak to 
Mr. Stephens concerning the affair, as it was a 
ſhame and a ſcandal they did not pay me. I have 
ſeen the puppy ſeveral times fince he has heen 


made ſecretary of the treaſury, who very gen- 
teelly told me, he did not belong to Mr. Fox's 


office now : I told him he was a clever fellow, 
and deſerved to be preferred. 


The latter end of November I received the fol- 
luwing letter from a friend of mine in France. 


Morlaix, October 15, 1782. 

„My worthy little friend, 
« This is to acquaint you that we got 
« ſafe to Morlaix, after 26 days from Oftend = 
1 2 « the 


66 
66 
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the Je of Bath: after the cargo was diſ- 
charged, I made myſelf known to your friends, 
who have taken the greateſt care of me. I 
paſs here for an American: The abbe and I 
go where we pleaſe, ſo I have taken this op- 
portunity, by a neutral veſſel, that-is bound to 


England, to let you know how our affairs go 


on in this country. And according to your 
deſire, I have ſent lord Keppel an account of 
what was doing at Port Layon and Breſt; the 
fleet at Port Layon will be ready for ſea early 
in the beginning of November; there are be- 
tween 3 and 4000 troops that will embark in 


the ſaid fleet, and the greateſt quantity of 


warlike ſtores chat have been ſhipped, for the 


Eaſt-Indies for theſe 40 years paſt : they are 
to be convoyed to India by fix fail of the line, 


but a much larger convoy to ſee them to a 
certain latitude. There are ſeveral neutral veſſels 


going to the Eaft-Indies, whoſe commanders 
are Engliſh and Iriſh, and are at this preſent 


at Port Layon, The convoy, which are at 


Breſt, are — ready with all expedition 


for the ſaid voyage, and expreſſes are going and 


coming down from Paris continually ; but I 
hope the Engliſh fleet will meet them, and 
give them a warm reception, If it is poſſible, 

| | « don't 


V 


[ 29. ] 


I don't intend leaving this place till Chriſtmas» 
till I ſee how affairs go on. Should my caſh 
*« prove ſcanty, I ſhall draw on your friend at 
| * Weymouth, near Dorcheſter. Let me have a line 
* on the receiving of this; and believe me, I 
will not leave a ſtone unturned. when oppor- 
tunity offers, to ſerve you, my king, and my 
, country; but cannot help thinking on poor, 
| « captain Walker, who fell a facrifice to lord 

„ Sandwich's pleaſure : had he been alive now, 
he would be rewarded according to his merit. 
** Believe me to be with reſpect, 


«© Your ſincere well-wiſher, 
«PT: 


% P. S. We drink your health in claret every 
« day. I ſhall go down to Reſtef to-morrow, 
| eggs | 
| } « and ſee ſome of your old acquaintance there; 
| « and cannot help thinking but that you might 
«« as well have ſtaid at Morlaix for fix months, 

« as run the riſque you did.” | 


Mrs. M. M. T. to the care of Mr. Fraſer, at. 
the ſecretary of ſtate's office, for the northern 
department, London. | 


ps Eh 


1 


The day after, I waited upon Mr. Stephens 
with the ſaid letter, and had an audience: he told 
me he had ſeen a letter the ſame morning, which 
admiral Keppel had received from my ſaid friend, 
almoſt to the fame purport: He likewiſe added, 
that it was very cruel T was not paid, notwith- 
ſtanding Mr. Fox was out; that it was in Mr. 
Fraſer's power to pay me, as he knew the whole 
contents ; and promiſed me that he would enquire 
about it: but I never could have an audience af- 


terwards. The 7th of December, going to try 
whether I could ſee the ſaid gentleman, I had 


the misfortune to meet with an accident, and 
broke my leg in two places. In January 1783, 
J wrote a letter to Mr. Fox, acquainting him 
with my misfortune. A gentleman of credit, 
who 4s an acquaintance of mine, and a ſtaunch 
friend to Mr. Fox, uudertook to carry the above, 
Mr. Fox faid he was very forry for my misfor- 
tune ; that he had employed me to go abroad, 
but it was not in his power to pay me; he hoped 
things would be better ſoon: ſent me two guineas, 
and faid he would ſpeak to lord Grantham con- 
cerning the affair, acknowledging it to be cruel 
uſage. 


When the coalition took place between him 


and lord North; and Mr. Fox was re-eſtabliſhed 
in 


13 


in his former poſt, as ſecretary of ſtate; my 
friend waited on him ſeveral times, but was put 
off by ſaying he muſt call again, I will ſee about 
it. When the right honourable ſecretary ſaw 
that my friend was determined to have a final 
anſwer, and would-not be put off any longer, he 
gave him five gnineas; and genteelly enough 
told him he had enquired in the office, and he 
could do nothing for me. On my friend ſaying 
that I was a cripple, and ruined by the affair; 
between three and four hundred miles from home ; 
and nothing to carry me there: he ſaid he was 
very ſorry for it, but he could not pay.me; and 
left my friend in a violent hurry, like a furn- 
coat, and a deceitful fellow as he is. Every one 
that reads this journal will probably be of the 
ſame opinion, I hope the freemen of the city 
of Weſtminſter will take warning, not to put 
confidance in ſuch a man as this, for the future. 
Was he a wiſe or an honeſt man, he would 
ſee me honourably paid; not only for the fake of 
policy, but from a principle of humanity. 


I 
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